Amendments to the Specification: 

Please add the following new text before the title "BACKGROUND OF THE 
INVENTION" on the first page of the Specification: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to the following commonly assigned application: U.S. 
Patent Application No. 09/513,291 (Attorney Docket No. 5181-54600/P4536), filed on 
February 25, 2000, entitled "SMALL MEMORY FOOTPRINT SYSTEM AND 
METHOD FOR SEPARATING APPLICATIONS WITHIN A SINGLE VIRTUAL 
MACHINE", now U.S. Pat. No. 6,567,974 issued May 20, 2003. 
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Please replace the Abstract of the Disclosure with the following replacement 
Abstract of the Disclosure: 

A system and method are provided for thread-safe initialization of static variables 
in a multitasking system. [[.]] In one embodiment, the static fields of a class may be 
"virtualized" such that each application that utilizes the class has its own copy of static 
fields. Each separate copy of the static fields is initialized only once. Instructions for 
performing the initialization may be embedded in a class constructor. The class 
constructor may be executed only once for each separate copy of the static fields. A 
template class may be loaded for each separate copy of the static fields when a copy of 
the static fields is sought to be initialized. The template class may include a static 
initializer for one of the separate copies of the static fields. The template cla s s may be 
renamed with a unique name for each s eparate copy of the static fields. The renaming 
may guarantee that the s y s tem class loader see s a new clas s name and therefore load s the 
cla s s. The static initializer may be executed once for each separate copy of the static 
fields. By attaching s tatic field initialization to cla ss initialization, the initialization may 
be made safe, and the virtualization transformations may pre s erve the s emantic s of the 
original program code. 
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